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We have had a wonderful year at Wilson Middle School!  It’s hard to believe we are now in the fourth marking period!  
As the 2016-17 school year begins to wrap up, here are a couple of reminders: 
 

 PSSA testing dates are right around the corner ~ 

 April 4-7—English/Language Arts 

 April 25-28—Math 

 May 3-4—Science (8th Grade Only) 

 As the weather becomes warmer, please help to make sure your child continues to meet the dress code—no tank 
tops; shorts and skirts must go below the fingertips.  Even when students are going on field trips, they must still ad-
here to the school dress code. 

 Our annual spring concert will be held Thursday, May 18, 7:00 PM. 

 Wilson’s musical, Into the Woods, Jr., will be held Thursday, May 25, 7:00 PM. 

 Last day of school for students is Thursday, June 1, 2017. 
 
Thank you for all of the help and support that you have given our students and staff over the course of this school year, 

and thank you for making Wilson Middle School a great place to learn! 

Mrs. Colleen Friend, Principal 

Mr. Walt Bond, Asst. Principal 
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Inside this issue: 

On March 9
th

, Mr. Travis gave a presenta-
tion to the school board about exciting 
ways Carlisle Area School District is con-
nected to the community.  School coun-
selors, administrators, teachers and staff 
interface with a variety of organizations 
to offer students community service op-
portunities, tutoring, summer camps, and 

youth leadership opportunities.  If you 
are interested in having your student 
grow in one of these areas, please con-
tact either school counselor at the infor-

mation below: 

Harold Travis, M.Ed 

travish@carlisleschools.org 

717-240-6800, Ext. 19816 

 

Todd Shirley, M.Ed NCC LPC 

shirleyt@carlisleschools.org 

717-240-6800, Ext. 19806 

 

MOVING? 
Attention NON-MILITARY Parents/
Guardians—If your student will NOT be re-
turning to the Carlisle Area School District 
for the 2017-18 school term, please contact 
Mrs. Milligan in our Guidance Office at 717-

240-6800, Ext. 19825, or at milli-
ganj2@carlisleschools.org as soon as possi-

ble. 

Attention AWC/IF Parents/Guardians—If you 
are moving and are requesting to hand-
carry your child’s student records, all end of 
year records will be available (for Interna-
tional Fellows only) Friday, May 26

th
 for pick 

up.  Please contact Mrs. Milligan in the Guid-

ance Office with any questions/concerns. 

Please note:  ALL obligations (books, fines, 
school property) are due at time of with-

drawal.  Thank you for your cooperation! 
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6G Team 

The 60
th

 annual CASAC Science 
Fair was held at Yellow Breeches 
Middle School on January 28-29

th
. 

The following 6G students partici-
pated and earned ribbons at this 
year’s fair: 

1
st
 place: Ryan Brody, Calyn 

Clements, Michael Stoner, Sean 
and Isaac Mains 

2
nd

 Place: Ajla & Adla Mehmedovic 

3
rd

 Place: Ashley Richwine and Mi-
chael Lyles 

Honorable Mention: Maya Rei-
chenbach, Zakyra Frye, Adrian 
Sander 

Congratulations and great job to 
all these 6G students! 

6G Field Trip Information 

6G will be attending  a Senator’s 
Baseball Game on May 10

th
.  More 

Information will be given closer to 
the date.  

Feeling Lucky from  the Eyes of a 
Student 

I am lucky to be at Wilson because: 

―all the teachers are nice and help-
ful.‖ ~ Hunter F.  

―I met amazing friends here.‖ ~ 
Raine H.  

―everyone is accepted for who we 

are.‖ ~ Ashley R.  

―people show that they care for 
each other.‖ ~ James M.  

―every day has a new story.‖ ~ 
Samir S.  

―we don’t have to wear uniforms 
so we can express who we are by 
what we wear.‖ ~ Naydean M. 

―I get to learn and have a social life 
for free.‖ ~ Gretchen S.  

―Wilson Middle School allows me to 
be creative.‖ ~ Elisa R.  

―I know I am safe here.‖ ~ Yasmine 
A. 

―I am in a bully-free zone.‖ ~ Elme-
dina C.  

―there is a fitness center for us to 
workout in.‖ ~ Jason M.  

―I get to find out who I am.‖ ~ 

Jayde T.  

 

6W Team 

The World Through 6
th

 Graders’ 
Eyes 

The one thing that I have learned 
the most about this year is: 

―how to cope with change because 
now I am in a different school with 
tons of new people and a different 
routine and schedule.‖ ~ Dinela 

―how weather works throughout 
the world.‖ ~ Aunye 

―to have confidence.  I do better in 
front of crowds now.‖ ~ Layton 

―how volcanoes and earthquakes 
happen.‖ ~ Zachary 

―how to write a qualified essay in 
language arts.‖ ~ Jenna 

―how plate tectonics work.‖ ~ Neel 

Upcoming Events: 

Guest Speakers on Environmental 
Education:  April 19 

Field Trip to Indian Echo Caverns: 
May 10 

Field Day:  May 26 

Walking Field Trip to Leo’s Ice 
Cream:  May 30 

Leo’s Rain Date:  May 31 

 

7G Team 

In Pre-Algebra classes, students 
have been working on a unit on 
proportional relationships.  They 
have been learning topics such as 
indirect measurement, percent 
proportions, percent equations, 
and population sampling.  We 
have recently completed a math 
lab simulating a population sam-
pling of a bird population and 
hope to soon have a nice sunny 
day to go out outside to work on 
indirect measurement using shad-
ows.  Students will be finishing up 
this unit and moving on to a unit 
on Multi-step equations and ine-
qualities. 

In Math 7, students are finishing 
up a unit on equations and ine-
qualities.  They have persevered 
through some really lengthy multi-
step equations and inequalities 
and have really shown me what 
great mathematicians they are!  
We will next be moving to a unit 
on proportional relationships in 
which students will be introduced 
to how to identify proportional 
relationships from equations, 
graphs, and tables.  Students will 
also learn how to set up and solve 
proportions.  They will use this skill 
to solve many types of problems, 
such as similar figure problems, 
rate problems, indirect measure-

ment problems, and many others. 

All classes should be consistently 
working on their Study Island and 
Moby max assignments online.  
Currently, I have two names on 
our ―Rockstar‖ wall in the class-
room.  Emma Brown has com-
pleted all of her Moby max pro-
gram and Thomas Flynn has com-
pleted all of the 7

th
 grade math 

Study Island assignments!  Way to 
go!  Encourage your students to  
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7G Team Continued 

make these same achievements for 
some extra special prizes! 

In World Cultures class, we will be 
wrapping up our unit on Asia as 
we look at the countries and cul-
tures of Southwest Asia.  The last 
marking period we will be focusing 
on the continent of Africa.  While 
studying Africa, the students will 
participate in a penny war to raise 
money for the Nothing But Nets 
foundation.  Nothing But Nets is an 
organization that provides insect 
repellent mosquito nets in Africa.  
The nets are used to prevent ma-
laria.  Malaria is a one of the lead-
ing causes of death in parts of Af-
rica. 

In Language Arts, students com-
pleted the persuasive unit writing a 
multi-paragraph essay which in-
cluded a counter argument para-
graph.  Students applied the per-
suasive strategies in their writing 
such as Ethos, Pathos, Logos, and 
Kairos.  Students researched and 
wrote about hot topics like the 
death penalty, gun control, and 
recycling.  Students completed the 
five steps of the writing process, 
which included a research compo-
nent and citing sources, a rough 
draft, revising, editing, and produc-
ing a final copy. They recently com-
pleted the poetry unit and wrote 
their own poem.  We just cele-
brated reading their poems in a 
mock LA CAFÉ setting.  This was a 
great opportunity for students to 
read their peers’ poetry and enjoy 
refreshments at the same time.  In 
addition, students analyzed in-class 
poems such as the ―The Highway-
man‖ by Alfred Noyes, ―The Crema-
tion of Sam McGee‖ by Robert Ser-
vice, ―The Charge of the Light Bri-
gade‖ by Alfred Lord Tennyson, 

and ―Annabel Lee‖ by Edgar Allen 
Poe.  Students studied the poet’s 
purpose, if the narrator of the poet 
was in or out of his or her poem, 
the setting, summary, conflict, and 
the rhyme scheme to name a few. 
On the horizon is a Greek mythol-
ogy unit, a novel, and literature 
circle unit to end this amazing 
school year. 

Science classes are finishing up our 
study of cells with a section on Cell 
Division, Mitosis and Meiosis.  Our 
next units of study will be DNA 
and Genetics and Heredity.  

Our trout are still healthy and 
growing quickly.  We had a visit 
from Biff Healy of Cumberland Val-
ley Trout Unlimited, our sponsor-
ing organization.  He gave a dem-
onstration of how trout anglers tie 
their flies to duplicate real insects.  
We will be releasing the trout into 
the Yellow Breeches Creek in mid- 
May.  We have also been prepar-
ing for the LeTort Stream Study in 
May with visits from Holly Smith of 
the Audubon Society. 

 

7W Team 

In English class, we have wrapped 
up our nonfiction unit and have 
started our arguments/persuasive 
writing unit.  In nonfiction, we 
analyzed a variety of texts using 
nonfiction reading skills and strate-
gies.  Our topics ranged from ani-
mals to Malala and her fight for 
women’s right for education in the 
Middle East to the history of pros-
thetics.  As we transition into our 
persuasive unit, the students are 
learning about the Aristotelian ap-
peals.  They will analyze several 
pieces of media and articles to de-
cipher the author’s bias and use of 
persuasive strategies.  The stu-

dents will craft an argument essay 
examining the use of paper books 
verses e-books utilizing the four 
Aristotelian appeals (ethos, Kairos, 
pathos, and logos) to effectively 
persuade his or her audience.  
 

Both math courses are progressing 
through the curriculum nicely.  
Algebra 1 is working on solving 
systems of equations.  Math 7 is 
working on geometry concepts 
with lines and triangles.  We are 
getting closer and closer to PSSAs 
and Keystone testing.  Students 
will continue to be using Study 
Island in preparation for those 
tests.  If you have any questions, 
please don't hesitate to ask.  
 

As you already know, we have re-
cently completed our anatomy 
unit in science class.  We spent the 
majority of the time on the frog 
dissection.  We learned about the 
grass frog, dissected it and viewed 
many of its major organs, and 
then spent time comparing it to a 
human being.  Since finishing 
anatomy, we have moved back to 
the cell.  We have studied how 
materials enter and exit the cell 
and how the cell gains and uses 
energy.  We are currently finishing 
cell reproduction, or mitosis and 
meiosis, before we move into ge-
netics and heredity. 
 

The students of 7W are making 
their way through Asia in social 
studies class.  We have completed 
our study of East Asia and South 
Asia.  Students have completed 
projects on Japan examining 
sports, diet, and famous attrac-
tions.  We continue on to South-
east Asia, Southwest Asia, and 
then will conclude our year on the 
Australian continent. 
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8G Team 

Algebra I students are half way 
through Unit 10:  Polynomials and 
Factoring.   Math 8 students are 
currently working on Unit 7:  Prop-
erties of Exponents. 

PSSA’s are just around the corner.  
In preparation for the tests, both 
Algebra and Math 8 students are 
working on Study Island, which is 
an internet program designed to 
help students prepare for the PSSA 
test.  Each class is given assign-
ments to be completed.  The stu-
dents are given class time to work 
on the assignments but many 
times the assignments may need 
to be completed at home.  The 
grade for these assignments is 
based on earning blue ribbons 
and handing in work from the 
problems.  Please encourage your 
child to keep up with these assign-
ments. 

In English, students are reading 
the second novel of the year, To 
Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.  
We’ve been researching the his-
torical context and discussing how 
the context impacts the characters 
and plot.  Students will soon act 
out the court scenes of the book.  
After finishing the novel, students 
will write a response-to-literature 
essay analyzing the themes of the 
book. 

Accelerated English students have 
recently read the short story 
―Flowers for Algernon‖ by Daniel 
Keyes, which they will respond to 
in a persuasive essay that utilizes 
text evidence and refutes a 
counter-argument.  After review-
ing some grammar concepts, stu-
dents will start a non-fiction litera-
ture circle unit. 

In social studies students com-
pleted a thorough evaluation and 

analysis of the United States Con-
stitution which included many in 
class assignments.  We have also 
completed assessing George 
Washington’s and John Adams’ 
terms as Presidents of the United 
States.  February included the crea-
tion and presentation of a Black 
History Month PowerPoint and/or 
Prezi by each student.  In the com-
ing months, we will analyze Tho-
mas Jefferson’s presidency which 
will include a detailed look into the 
Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis 
& Clark expedition.  Towards the 
end of the year students will be 
learning about the impact of the 
Industrial Revolution and west-
ward expansion as we make our 
way to the causes of the American 
Civil War. 

In 8G science, we are transitioning 
from Physics to Chemistry.  We 
have already begun discussing 
Matter, and have classified all 
forms of matter as either a sub-
stance or a mixture.  Now until the 
end of the year we will be cover-
ing the following topics: states of 
matter including both Charles and 
Boyle’s gas laws, physical and 
chemical properties of matter, as 
well as transitioning to atomic 
structure and the Periodic Table of 
Elements.  Science PSSAs are fast 
approaching and will take place 
during the final week of April. Stu-
dents have been doing an excel-
lent job preparing by completing 
their weekly Study Island assign-
ments in preparation for the exam. 
Their hard work will be rewarded 
in early May once all of the PSSA 
testing is complete. 

 

8W Team  
Field Trip News ~ The 8

th
 grade 

field trip to Hershey Park has been 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 30

th
.  

More information will be sent 

home with the students soon.  If 
you are interested in chaperoning, 
please contact Mrs. Riegel at 
riegela@carlisleschools.org as soon 
as possible if you have not done so 
already. 
 

In English class, we recently 
wrapped up our unit on To Kill a 
Mockingbird.  Students have spent 
the past several weeks actively 
reading, discussing and reflecting 
on the novel’s major characters and 
themes.  To conclude the unit, stu-
dents worked on refining their for-
mal writing skills in preparation for 
the PSSA tests.  Being that April is 
National Poetry Month, students 
will spend the coming weeks read-
ing and writing a variety of poetry. 
The culminating project will be a 
final portfolio to showcase stu-
dents’ work. 
Accelerated English students have 
continued to develop their writing 
skills through an analysis of To Kill a 
Mockingbird and share their crea-
tivity in the form of a Tiny House 
Project based on one of the novel’s 
characters.  Recently, students have 
started leading discussions, and we 
will continue this throughout the 
remainder of the year.  Students 
will soon begin reading a novel of 
their choice (one of three options) 
and will spend the majority of 
marking period four working on a 
multi-genre research portfolio. 
 

The Algebra II students have just 
finished up Chapter 7 on exponen-
tial functions and logarithms.  We 
will now be starting Chapter 8 and 
the students will be graphing, sim-
plifying, and solving rational equa-
tions.  The Math 8 students are 
now taking an in-depth look at 
numbers writing in scientific nota-
tion.  They are solving, comparing 
and relating them to real life.  All 
classes are working hard on prepar-
ing for the PSSA test.  Please  
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8W Team Continued 

encourage your child to show all 
work and explain each step on the 
open-ended questions. 
 

The science class just finished work-
ing on Chapters 5 & 6 as a com-
bined energy and heat unit.  Stu-
dents completed collaborative pro-
jects using the districts brand new 
Office 365 accounts which allowed 
them to plan, edit, and revise their 
digital projects in real time.  We 
have begun working on our chem-
istry unit, which will be our final 
unit for the year.  Students began 
the unit by studying the classifica-
tion of matter.  We just finished a 
real-world assessment of identifying 
matter as one of the 4 main sub-
categories.  Two chemical reaction 
labs have already taken place, so 
please remind your students to al-
ways have a pair of sneakers to 
wear during lab as the weather 
gets nicer.  (Open-toed shoes or 
sandals will not be permitted on 
Lab Days).  Failure to do so will 
force your student to work on an 
alternative assignment for safety 
reasons. 
 

Our U.S. History (I) classes have 
completed looking at Westward 
Expansion and the questions it left 
our country with.  Currently, we are 
examining the Industrial Revolution 
and the impact this change will 
have on not only our country, but a 
global impact as well.  The students 
have also begun the second part of 
their Civil War Research Project that 
will be due in April.  This is a great 
project that gets them ready for 
both our Civil War Unit, and is great 
practice for researching and writing 
skills they need in high school and 
on the PSSAs.  Last week, we had 
the annual Civil War Day, which is 
an entire day of interactive stations 
that teach students about different 

aspects of the Civil War.  This is 
always a highlight for our stu-
dents, and this year’s program 
went very smoothly. 
 

Foreign Language 
 

French News 

The middle school French stu-
dents have continued to expand 
their vocabulary and grammar 
knowledge.  They have come 
such a long way since September! 
They started with ―Bonjour‖ and 
now can describe a variety of ac-
tivities in the present and near 
future.  They have learned about 
French schools, French school 
lunches, sports in France and 
about the importance of cafes as 
a place to eat, but also historically 
as the home of many famous au-
thors and artists.  I am so proud of 
all of their hard work!  They 
should continue to review past 
vocabulary and verb conjuga-
tions.  Please encourage your stu-
dents to check out my website for 
homework assignments and quiz 
dates.  Vive la France!! 
 

Spanish News 
Spanish 1 students have made a 
lot of progress in their Spanish 
abilities since the beginning of 
the year and have deepened their 
knowledge of Hispanic culture! 
They continue to build on and 
strengthen their abilities to use 
Spanish when speaking and writ-
ing as well as to comprehend spo-
ken and written Spanish.  Cur-
rently, students are finishing up a 
unit about food and nutrition.  
One of the culminating assess-
ments is a research project that 
they will present about common 
foods and the culture around eat-
ing in various Hispanic countries.  
In the next couple of months, stu-

dents will ―travel‖ to Peru and learn 
about places to visit as well as how 
to describe their families and 
homes. 
 

In departmental news, some of our 
Spanish 1 students participated in 
the first annual World Language 
Banquet.  Students from Spanish, 
German, French, and ESL classes in 
the middle and high schools made 
and contributed cultural dishes to 
share with everyone.  There was 
music and a few cultural presenta-
tions as well!  We hope to see you 
there next year! 
 
 

Library News 
During the 2016 – 2017 school 
year, so far Wilson students have 
checked out almost 8,000 books!  I 
know that support at home keeps 
students coming back to the library 
and reading.  As the year starts to 
wind down, please check with your 
child(ren) to make sure they don’t 
have any outstanding library fines. 
They can log into their library ac-
counts at home through http://
www.carlisleschools.org/
academics.cfm?subpage=361257. 
Fines can be paid with cash or 
check (made out to CASD) at 
school, or online with My School 
Bucks.  Thank you for all of your 
support.   
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Our Spring Concert is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 18 at 7:00 pm in the 
gym.   Both the 6

th
 grade band and 

the 7/8 grade band will be per-
forming along with Wilson’s chorus 
and orchestra. 
 
Special Invitation to parents of 
band students!   
If you currently play a band instru-
ment, or have played a band instru-
ment in the past and would like to 
dig it out, we welcome you to play 
along with your child’s band at our 
concert in May!  Please contact Mr. 
Wertz (wertzv@carlisleschools.org) 
for the music to start practicing. 
 
Marching Band 
The Middle School Marching Band 
will be joining once again with the 
Carlisle High School and Alumni 
marching bands to perform in the 
Carlisle Memorial Day Parade held 
on Monday, May 29.  And as a re-
ward for all their hard work and 
dedication in the fall, they will be 
travelling to HersheyPark on May 
27 to spend the day having fun 
and riding rides. 
 
Summer Lessons/Summer Camps 
The CASD music staff will once 
again be offering summer lessons.  
This is a good way to keep playing 
over the summer months so pro-
gress continues to be made.  Infor-
mation will soon be available from 
Mr. Wertz in the band room.  Or 
you can sign up for a musical sum-
mer camp – many colleges offer a 
summer music camp at their cam-
puses.  Mr. Wertz has information 
from Penn State, Lebanon Valley 
College, Eastman School of Music, 
and others if you are interested. 
 
Jazz Band 
After rehearsing diligently over the 
past few months, the Carlisle Mid-

dle School Jazz Band will start its 
performance schedule perform-
ing as the featured guests at the 
Elementary Music Showcase on 
March 23 in the CHS Auditorium.  
They will also be performing at 
―Jazz Night‖ on April 11, also at 
the CHS auditorium.  On May 18, 
the jazz band will be performing 
as the pre-game entertainment at 
a Harrisburg Senators daytime 
baseball game on City Island in 
Harrisburg.  A tour of several ele-
mentary schools is being planned 
for the end of May as well. 
 
Cumberland County Band 
We are proud to congratulate the 
following 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade band 

students for taking part in the 
Cumberland County Middle 
School Band festival held at Mes-
siah College on February 3 and 4.  
Ryan Friscia, Andrew Morgan, 
Paige Albright, Andy Hankes, 
Natalie O’Neill, Aidan Moyer and 
Sophia Morrison joined 120 other 
student musicians on the stage 
for a day and a half of practicing 
and a concert.  Mr. Wertz, Mr. 
Alexander-Gray, and Mr. Mikesell 
were the organizers of the event 
this year. 
 

News from Mrs. 

Schmehl, Orchestra 
Orchestra members have been 
enjoying the start of 2017 with 
the opportunity to dig into some 
new music after retiring the music 
from their successful Holiday Con-
cert performances.   

The 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade orchestra 
members have two upcoming 
performances in March.  They will 
perform for the 5

th
 grade string 

players and families at the 2nd 
annual CASD Instrumental Show-
case concert on Thursday, March 

23, 2017.   They will also travel to 
Red Land High School on March 
24, 2017 to participate in the Cum-
berland-Adams County Middle 
School Orchestra Adjudication 
Festival.  This is always an excellent 
opportunity to hear orchestral lit-
erature presented by other area 
schools’ orchestras, including a 
combined Lamberton/Wilson or-
chestra representing Carlisle, as 
well as orchestras from Good 
Hope, Eagle View, Mechanicsburg, 
West Shore, New Oxford, and Get-
tysburg schools.  In addition, our 
students are able to receive educa-
tional feedback from expert adjudi-
cators, often local college direc-
tors, retired orchestra directors, or 
professional string players. 

All 6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 grade orchestra 
members will be featured next in 
our May Spring Orchestra Con-
certs.  The members of the 7

th
 and 

8
th

 grade orchestra will perform 
along with the Carlisle High 
School Orchestra in the Spring 
String Fling Concert which will be 
held in Swartz Auditorium on 
Thursday, May 11, 2017 at 7:00 
PM.   Additionally, the Wilson Mid-
dle School concert will give all 
string players the opportunity to 
perform for parents, teachers, and 
peers on Thursday, May 18, 2017. 

We are fortunate to have access to 
two fine youth orchestras in our 
area:  Hershey Symphony's Festival 
Strings and Harrisburg Sym-
phony's Junior Youth Orchestra.  If 
your student is finding the school 
music easy to learn and is looking 
for an additional challenge next 
year (especially if they are also tak-
ing additional private lessons out-
side of the school program) they 
may be interested in participating 
in one of these groups.  Let me 
know if you are interested in addi-
tional information. 
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We are especially proud of several 
of our CASD players who have 
taken on that challenge this year 
and are participating as members 
of the Hershey Symphony's Festival 
Strings group:  Keegan Kruger from 
Lamberton Middle School, Anna 
Crawford from Wilson Middle 
School, and Brittany Kennedy from 
Wilson Middle School!  These stu-
dents have performed in several 
additional concerts this year - in-
cluding upcoming performances at 
the National Association for Music 
Education's annual conference in 
Atlantic City, and a performance at 
Lincoln Center in NYC!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifted Enrichment 
This winter gifted students forged 
ahead in group and individual 
tasks.  The 6W students dug deeper 
in Tuck Everlasting looking at the 
inventions that came about during 
the Tuck's lifetime and how they 
affected the Tuck family, as well as 
looking at components of an Eliza-
bethan holiday during their Christ-
mas Carol study. 
 
During the English unit all students 
worked on creative writing pieces, 
with 7th and 8th grade submitting 
their work to the scholastic art and 
writing competition.  Congratula-
tions to the following students who 
placed in the competition: 
Silver Key Winners - Jayden Murray 
and Adonijah Ramitt 

Honorable Mention - Hannah Al-
wine and Jacob Owen 
 
Currently, students are learning 
about psychology (mnemonic 
devices, classical conditioning, 
operant condition, Maslow's hier-
archy of needs), earth science and 
physics.  Students will be traveling 
to Baltimore to visit the Maryland 
Science Museum and Fort 
McHenry at the end of March.  
Students had the option to com-
pete in several science fairs.  
While 6th grade may only com-
pete in CASAC (Carlisle Area Sci-
ence Advisory Committee), 7th 
and 8th grade had the opportu-
nity to compete in CASEF - Capital 
Area Science and Engineering 
Fair (competition March 23rd) 
and PJAS - Pennsylvania Junior 
Academy of Science as well.  Con-
gratulations to the winners. 
 
CASAC ~ 
Group Projects 
2nd:  Jacob Owen and Garrison 
Smith 
3rd:  Jillian Collins and Drew 
Bridges 
Individual Projects 
1st:  Calyn Clements, Carter Mar-
tin, Zack Mattaboni 
2nd:  Jacob Bordner, Ryan Friscia, 
Andrew Morgan 
3rd:  Rebekah Garrido and Mi-
chael Lyles 
Honorable Mention:  Maya Rei-
chenbach 
 
PJAS ~ 
1st place:  Jacob Owen (heading 
forward to states) 
 
Winter was jam packed with op-
portunities.  The following stu-
dents competed and placed in 
several levels of the National His-
tory Day competition. 
Locals ~ 
2nd place individual exhibit: 
Thomas Mains 

1st place group performance: 
Ellie Knapp and Renee Blacksmith 
 
Regionals ~ 
1st place individual exhibit: 
Thomas Mains (moving on to 
states in May) 
 
February also meant Quiz Bowl! 
Wilson had two teams compete 
and both advanced to the after-
noon playoff round. The competi-
tion was close with games being 
determined by the final questions, 
or tie breaking questions.  Wilson 
team two lost in the semi-finals to 
Mechanicsburg’s team one.  Con-
gratulations to all!  Team 1:  Zack 
Mattaboni, Ryan Friscia, Carter 
Martin, Ellie Knapp, Grace Pak, 
Bella Rose.   Team 2:  Jayden 
Murray, Andrew Morgan, Jacob 
Bordner, Dominic Gearhart, Isaac 
Mains, Sean Mains.  Many more 
students also competed in the 
online trivia competition - Thinking 
Cap against schools from PA, NJ, 
and NY.  The 6th grade team 
placed 12th, 7th grade placed 
11th, and 8th grade placed 11th.  
This competition took place during 
trivia lunches.  Students answered 
100 timed multiple choice ques-
tions. 
 

Cheerleading News 
for 8th Grade Girls 
Open gyms will be held at WMS 
gym from 6-8 PM on April 6, 13, 

20, and 27.  

Try outs will be held May 1st 
through the 4th from 6-8 PM.  
There will be a mandatory parent 
meeting on May 1 at 7:45 PM. 

If you have questions regarding 
cheerleading information, please 
contact head coach, Julie Gel-
baugh, at gel-
baughj@carlisleschools.org  

Orchestra News Cont’d 
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Upcoming Events: 

 Every Tuesday—After School Homework Help until 3:30 PM 

 Intramural Field Hockey Dates—3/30, 4/6, 4/20, & 4/27 

 4/4 thru 4/7—English/LA PSSA’s 

 4/5—Report Cards Issued 

 4/12—6th & 7th Grade Social, 2:45-4 PM 

 4/13—SNOW MAKE-UP DAY (Cycle Day 3) 

 4/14 thru 4/17—Spring Recess 

 4/19—Dodgeball Tournament 

 4/25 thru 4/28—Math PSSA’s 

 Outside Intramural Dates—5/1, 5/4, 5/8, 5/10, 5/15, 5/17, 
5/22, & 5/24 

 5/3 & 5/4—Science PSSA’s (8th Grade Only) 

 5/12—In-Service, No School for Students 

 5/18—Spring Concert, 7 PM 

 5/19—8th Grade Dance, 6:30-9 PM 

Comparisons/advantages/
disadvantages of debit cards vs. 
credit cards will soon follow. 

2016-17 Yearbook 
Time is running out to order and 
guarantee your student will get a 
yearbook when they are delivered 
in May.  There will be very few 
copies available at that time.  Or-
der and pay now ($22) to reserve 
a copy.  May will be strictly ―first 
pay, first served‖ until we are sold 
out.  Payment can be given to Mr. 
Richards at any time, and refer any 
questions to him at rich-
ardg@carlisleschools.org.  Thanks 

for your support! 
 

Intramurals 

Mr. Richards and Mr. Travis would 
like to thank all the students who 
participated in our Winter Gym 
Games.  Also we appreciate the 
timely pickup of students at the 
designated time of 4pm. 

Miss Kirk is holding a Field Hockey 
Clinic on Thursdays for 4 weeks 

News from Mr. Richards 
 

Mr. Richards students are working 

on the following: 

6
th

 Grade:  Students are learning 
the alphabetic keyboard, and the 
use of good keyboarding tech-
nique is being stressed. 

7
th

 Grade:  We are reviewing the 
entire alphabetic keyboard, as well 
as different menus in Microsoft 
Word.  Good technique is also 
stressed in 7

th
 grade. 

8
th

 Grade Personal Finance:  We 
have worked on the basics of 
checking accounts and are cur-
rently working on savings ac-
counts, money market accounts, 
certificates of deposit, and U.S. Sav-
ings Bonds.   

We will be working on a project in 
the coming weeks comparing the 
services offered by a large full-
service bank vs. a local credit un-
ion.  This will include account mini-
mums, fees, etc. 

with the first clinic being held on 
March 30th. 

Once again, there will be a BIG 
Dodgeball Tournament on April 
19

th
 that will be run by our excel-

lent Tournament Director, Mrs. 
Keim. 

Intramural Games will return in 
May with Ultimate Frisbee, Ulti-
mate Football, Capture the Flag, 
Giant Kickball games and maybe 
more outside on Wilson fields, run 
by Mr. Travis and Mr. Richards. 

Tell your student to listen for infor-
mation and to check the Intramu-
ral Bulletin Board for permission 
slips. 

The Parent Advisory Council expresses our gratitude to 

students who participated in the Wilson Workout, our 

spring fundraiser for the school.  We are still accepting 

monetary donations.  All money received goes towards 

supporting the student body.  Parents and friends of 

Wilson Middle School can make a donation in the 

amount of $5, $10, $20, $50, or more.  Checks should be 

made payable to - The Bison Foundation.  In the memo 

write Wilson PAC.  All checks can be mailed to Wilson 

PAC - 540 W. North Street, Carlisle, PA 17013.  We thank 

you for your support! 


